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Upcoming Event Important Reminders and 
Dates  
 

Daylights Saving 
March 9 is the beginning of daylight sav-
ings. The clock springs ahead one hour. 

 
 
 
Tired of the snow? Remember,  March 20 
is the first day of Spring!!!  
 

 

Outdoor Wear! 
Spring is almost here and the weather will be 
warming up. Please ensure that you supply ap-

propriate outdoor gear, extra mitts and socks for 

your child. To ensure they go into the correct  
cubby, please make sure that you put your child’s 

name on each item.  

 

 
 
 
 

  Parent Conference  
The Fort McMurray Early Years Coalition in part-

nership with Keyano College  Childhood Studies 

Department presenting the 2nd annual Parent 
Conference on April 5, 2014 from 8:30 am 

until 4:15 pm at Keyano College.  The fee is $20 
per person for the conference. In additional to 

the conference, a trade show will be a showcas-

ing local small business and local family oriented 
agencies. 

From 8:30 – 9:00 am there will be check in and 
coffee, then at 9:00 am our Keynote Speaker Line 

Perron will be speaking about the local ECMap 

Project and what the EDI results mean for our 
community. 

 Line brings more than 25 years of facilitation and 
teaching experience to her role as community 

development and mobilization manager. She re-
ceived her master's degree in family life educa-

tion from the U of A, and then completed an in-

digenous early childhood development leadership 
management certification program at the Univer-

sity of Victoria. 
In 2002, Perron established Early Childhood De-

velopment Support Services (ECDSS), which pro-

vides professional development for early child-
hood development programs and staff across the 

province. 
Perron’s own training specialties lie in leadership 

development and team building for large early 
childhood development organizations. She is also 

a certified neuro-linguistic practitioner. In 2009, 

she joined ECMap, where she oversees the work 
of community development coordinators in 11 

zones in Alberta. 
Perron has five children, most of whom are 

grown, and has “adopted” her neighbours’ lively 

brood of four to fill the ensuing gap. She plays 
soccer for the women's classic league in Edmon-

ton and enjoys reading. After running out of shelf 
space at home, she has vowed to curb her book-

buying sprees and patronize her local library in-

stead. 
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 Continue:  

This month’s Scholastic book orders are 
due on March 5. For those Society par-

ents that would like to purchase books 
from this months selection, please return 
to the Nest or your provider by March 5. 
Thank you for your support! 

 Parents Advisory Council (PAC) 

Our next meeting is scheduled at 7:00 
pm on March 10 , at the Nest. We en-
courage all parents with children regis-
tered at either the child care centre or the 
day home agency to attend.  
For more information, please call or email: 

 
 Leslie Ross, Executive Director at 
 780-748-5385/ed@children1st.ca.     

 
Book Review 

Mouse Paint  
By Ellen Stoll Walsh 

 

 

 

 

 

"Mouse Paint" is a lighthearted introduc-
tion to color concepts for young children. 
Three white mice find three jars of paint - 
red, blue, and yellow. They jump in and 
out, dance in the puddles, and discover 
some amazing things - things like 
green...and orange...and purple 

Yet they never forget about the cat.  

Parents can look forward to the choice of 3 ses-

sions with an array of topics to choice from. The 
session topics will be: 

 
 “Kids and Feeling”- Line Perron 

 “Common Sense Parenting”- Line Per-

ron 

  “Taking care of Yourself”-Line Perron 

 “Picky Eating Workshop” – Jennifer 

Stagg RD 

 “Attachment”-Linda Black 

 “Infant Mental Health”- Elizabeth 

Benner B. Sc. 

 “Family Literacy Fun’-Samantha Quar-

terman 

 “Child Centred Toilet Training”- Jillian 

Mercer  O.T. 

 “Play- A Child’s Work is Never Done”- 

Shannon Donahue, Julie Gillingham, Britt-

ney Irvine and Serena Li 
 

We will also be hosting a sleep  

presentation by Melenie Olorenshaw. 
 

Registration opens on March 1st, 2013  
 

Child minding assistance available 

Subsidy for conference attendance and child 
minding available. 

Child minding fee is $20/child 
 

Contact Robin Elson at 780-743-1106 or  
780-715-0759 
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 News from the Nest: 
 

Emergent Curriculum Sessions 
 
The Nest is thrilled to offer a parent information 

session on emergent curriculum learning. March 
4 at 6:00 The training requires  pre registration. 

To reserve your for more information on emer-
gent curriculum, check out this great website 

http://www.suestacey.ca/ Susan Stacey’ is  the 

author of the Emergent Curriculum , a book used 
by Keyano College in the Early Learning and Care 

Department.  

 

Watch out!! The Sign in and out 
sheet is on the move! 
 
Sign-in and out sheets will be moved to the class-
rooms temporarily, in order to assist with proper, 

necessary, licensing regulated completion of 
forms 
 

Do you have a good fundraising 
Idea? 
 
We are looking to fundraise so that each room 

could able to have an iPod and a dock. If you 
have any ideas for a great fundraising event, 

please contact Robin. 

 

Room Profile 
 
The Hummingbirds dug a hole to China...  
 
While in China, we learned about its people 
and how they prepare for Chinese New Year. 
Serena, our practicum student is originally 
from China, and she had played an important 
role to help us understand about this holiday.  

Room Profile Continued 
Hummingbirds learned that Chinese people 
usually clean their house just in time for New 
Year to welcome good luck and fortune into 
their homes. As soon as they heard 
“cleaning”, Hummingbirds started to eye for 
cleaning materials which they could use for 
cleaning. Some found little brooms and dust 
pans, others knew where we keep our little 
cloths for cleaning table so they got some 
out. Teacher Carmen took out 3 spray bot-
tles with water and each of them just 
seemed to know what to do next. What fol-
lowed was an army of little helpers spraying 
here and there, to the table, chairs, walls, 
windows and even floors. But they all got 
cloths to dry them up and as soon as they 
were done, all of them said, “We’re ready for 
New Year!” (Just like the line from the book 
we were reading). They were all interested in 
learning about Chinese New Year, so we 
thought of providing them an experience – a 
party for Chinese New Year! They were ec-
static! 

http://www.suestacey.ca/
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 Humming Birds Continue 
We ended our day with special snacks – oranges, 

Chinese snack noodles and fortune cookies! We 
even took home a special treat of red envelopes 

with a gold chocolate coin inside!   
We had our count down to our Chinese New Year 

hanging on our wall. When it came to the smiley 
face page, they knew it was “Party Day”. Every-

one wore red on that special day. We drew Chi-

nese characters on our cheeks and got ready to 
visit our friends from other rooms to show them 

our dragon dance. We also wrapped up special 
presents for them – mandarin oranges and for-

tune cookies! We are sure they love the dance as 

well as our presents, as we can see them all smil-
ing and clapping their hands for us. 

 

Kung Hei Fat Choy! 

 

New Assistant Director Announced 
 
Children First would like to officially welcome 

Swati to the Assistant Director position. Swati al-
ready helps in the office on a consistent basis.  

Now with the official role, her duties will be ex-

panding.  Please join us in appreciating Swati for 
all that she does and all that she will be doing. 

 
 
 
 

 

More News from Children First 
Day Home   
Agency: 
 

Special Thanks 
 
On behalf of the Board of 

Directors, the Agency would 
like to extend our sincerest 

thanks to Kashmira Medhora at Little Angels 
Day Home for graciously opening up her day 

home for last month’s board tour.  Children First’s 

newest board members had the opportunity to 
experience the day-to-day operations of Kash-

mira’s community day home, Little Angels.  Kash-
mira:  Thank-you for your continued professional-

ism and dedication to the field Early Childhood 

Education! 

 
Pre-Authorized Payments – Hiccups 

 

As many of you are already aware, our first 
round of pre-authorized payments – sched-
uled for beginning of February - was not proc-
essed as intended.  BMO is calling the situa-
tion a “system glitch” which resulted in de-
lays associated with the acceptance of all 
electronic fund transfers.  With that said, I 
am happy to report - with extensive pressure 
from our treasurer and Executive Director - 
the Bank of Montreal has finally been able 
pinpoint the problem and all payments were 
processed.  And despite the fact that the er-
ror occurred at their end and not with the 
agency submission, the agency is nonetheless  
dismayed with the delays.  On behalf of the 
agency, I would like to extend our sincerest  
“thanks” for your patience and understand-
ing.  
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Newest Provider 
 
Children First would like to 
welcome our newest Commu-
nity Day Home Provider, Sadia 
Noor.  Sadia comes to Chil-
dren First with approximately 

20 years of early childhood experiences 
with expertise in special needs.  She is an 
extremely nurturing and dedicated child 
care professional.  Sadia’s day home is lo-
cated in the downtown area.  Welcome 
Sadia! 
 

The Value of Dramatic Play 
 
When dressing up or playing in a Dramatic Play 
Area, individuals try on various roles to help proc-

ess and understand world around them. Plus, par-

ticipants develop social skills and 
ability to play with others while 

utilizing imagination and evoking 
creativity.  

 
 

 
Shiver me timbers!   
 
Community Day Home Provider Cindy, 
Sadie and Ross make excellent pirates.   

Hide 
your 
treas-
ure, 

A Poem for Dramatic Play 
I Can! 
By Peter and Katie Stewart 
 

I can use my imagination 
To set a fantasy free 
I can perform and be someone else 
The inspiration comes from me! 
There are places I'll explore 
That I may never get to see. 
There are people I can play 
Who I may never get to be. 
Not tomorrow, but today 
I can through dramatic play! 
I can be a pirate 
With my dirty, strong mates. 
Through my spyglass I look for treasure 
As I sail the seas and straights. 
I can be a princess 
Beautiful and fair 
The only entrance to my tower 
Is to climb up my long hair. 
I can be a fairy 
And know how to fly 
I'll wear a dress made of petals 
Drink honey and never cry. 
I can be a dish 
And run away with a spoon. 
Or a genie in a lamp 
Or ride a unicorn past the moon. 
I can dance around a tribal fire 
Or daintily sip my tea. 
Or I can make people cry, clap, and 
laugh 
The inspiration comes from me. 
And after I've been everything 
I can possibly pretend to be 
I can realize how special 
It is to be me!  
Copyright 2005 ~Cathy Abraham 
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